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The Project Management Institute, Western Michigan Chapter
proudly presents: 
A Project Management Collegiate Competition
brought to you by Dematic, Inc.



Davenport
AD

Today’s global business environment demands that 
Michigan companies execute projects more efficiently and 
cost-effectively. Hiring a Project Management Professional 
(PMP) is a proven way to achieve these goals.

Based on their commitment to help graduates “get where the 
world is going,” Davenport has become a leader in training 
certified PMPs. They offer a Global IT Project Management certified PMPs. They offer a Global IT Project Management 
degree and a Global Project Management Certificate. Courses 
integrate concepts from accounting and finance with in-depth, 
real-world project management concepts.

“Davenport is providing professional development services that 
help companies achieve results,” explains Daryl Kingrey, PMP, 
Vice President of Admissions, and Adjunct Professor. “Our 
experience with the Project Management industry and practical experience with the Project Management industry and practical 
business and technology curricula ensures successful and quality 
outcomes for PMP certification.”

For more information about Davenport’s PMP program, go to 
Davenport.edu/PMP. To find a certified PMP for your company, 
go to WMPMI.org.

WHO CARES 
ABOUT PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT?

www.wmpmi.org
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Welcome to the first collaboration between Western Michigan Project 
Management Institute (WMPMI), Universities, and West Michigan 
Business Leaders! 
We are pleased to present “THE Project”! But first a little about how we 
got here. 
 The Project Management Institute has the primary goal to advance 
the practice, science and profession of project management throughout 
the world in a conscientious and proactive manner so that organizations 
everywhere will embrace, value and utilize project management and then 
attribute their successes to it. At the Western Michigan chapter, we strive 
to support this vision with our vision: to be recognized in the state of 

Michigan as a world class resource for project management  professional development and best practices. “THE Project” has 
provided the structure and opportunity to do exactly that! 
 Eight teams consisting of college-level students and sponsors in partnership with Professional Project Managers 
from WMPMI embarked on the journey to develop project plans required for an organization to become Benefit Certified. 
These teams may have taken a real organization, or made up one, and have used project management best practices to develop 
a project plan to accomplish this mission. A panel of judges consisting of West Michigan business leaders and a member 
of the national PMI organization have judged these teams to determine the winner based on their use of proper project 
management techniques. 
 “THE Project” has provided an opportunity for our chapter and its members to provide quality service to our 
community. In addition, we set out to develop young business leaders and today you will see the commination of their hard 
work. 
We hope you enjoy today’s event and we hope that this event sets the stage for even bigger and better competitions in the 
future. 

PMP

Gilann Vail-Boisvenue

Project Management Institute Western Michigan Chapter

CHAPTER PRESIDENT
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SPONSORS

The attorneys and 
staff of Mitchell IP Law 
bring you Experience, 
Dedication and Value.   
Our senior attorneys 
have obtained hundreds 
of patents, hundreds of 
trademarks, provided 
hundreds of opinions, 
and litigated over a 
hundred cases.  We 
have added to this 
experience the brightest
and best young 
attorneys.  We have 
leavened this mixture 
with unparalleled 
dedication to our clients.  
We will do our best to 
give you the most. 

Patents, Trademarks and Copyrights 
Legal opinions on validity and infringement issues. 
Major licensing transactions.
Successful litigation of over one hundred cases
Hatch-Waxman Counseling & Litigation
Intellectual property anti-trust issues & anti-dumping issues,
International trade matters.

Years of dedicated service to the pharmaceutical, chemical, polymer, biochemical, energy, 
electronic, medical device, robotic, computer, software, automotive, furniture, food processing, 
transportation, agriculture, aerospace and other industries. 

"In many situations, neither the least expensive alternative nor the most expensive 
alternative gives you the greatest value. We seek to provide you with the greatest 
value commensurate with the circumstances you face."

Visit us on the web at Mitchelliplaw.com. Contact us at 616 965 2430.  We look forward to
opportunities to serve you.  
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2:30 - 2:45
2:55 - 3:10
3:20 - 3:35
3:45 - 4:00
4:10 - 4:25

4:35 - 4:50
5:00 - 5:15
5:25 - 5:40

10 -11:15 am

  
11:30 - 12:30
 
1:00 - 2:15

5:45 - 6:30
6:30 - 6:45

6:45 - 7:00
7:00 - 7:40
7:40 - 8:00
8:00 pm

Davenport University
University of Phoenix
Michigan Tech University - Team A
Kalamazoo College - Team A
Grand Valley State University

Aquinas College
Michigan Tech University - Team B
Kalamazoo College - Team B

The Future for Project Management
THE Project 2012 Competition, 
Lessons Learned
Lunch with mentors and faciliated
table discussions
Reverse Career Fair

Bob Clarkson
Dr. Judd Freeman
Dr. Dana Johnson
Dr, Charles Stull
Dr. Jean Nagelkerk, 
Dr. Jaideep Motwani, 
Joshua Gerlick
Dr. Deb Steketee
Dr. Dana Johnson
Dr. Charles Stull

Kelly Talsman, PMP
Ted Kallman, PMP

Kelly Talsman, PMP
Kim Cook, PMP
Chuck McKean, PMP

Ballroom D

River Overlook Hallway
Ballroom C

Grand Gallery (E & F)
Grand Gallery (E & F)

Grand Gallery  

River Overlook Hallway

Social Hour /Dinner (hor d’oevres)
Announcement of Winning Team & 
Award Presentation
Winning Team Presents Project Plan
Keynote Speaker (PMI )
Closing Remarks
Q&A/End of Event

Nadene Delana, PMP
TBD

TBD
William Moylan, Phd, PMP
Fred Keller, CEO
Ted Kallman, PMP

PMI Meeting Begins

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Project Plan Presentations

Schedule of Events for April 9th

Time

Time

Time

Event

Event

Event

Lead

Lead

Lead

Location

Location

Location

www.THEProjectpmi.com
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Fred P. Keller is Chairman and CEO of Cascade Engineering, which he founded in 1973, a leading 
multi-business manufacturer in the transportation, recycling, office furniture, and renewable 
energy industries, specializing in plastic injection molding with 1200 employees in five worldwide 
locations.  The company is comprised of 14 strategic business units and is the largest Certified 
B Corporation in the world.  Fred is a strong advocate for “sustainable” business practices. He is 
featured regularly in business and industry publications. Fred teaches a course on “Sustainability 
as a Driver for Innovation” at Cornell University’s Johnson School of Management and has served 
for seven years on the U.S. Department of Commerce Manufacturing Council, serving two years as 
Chairman. Keller currently serves as chairman of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation Board of Trustees 
and has served as a director of Fifth Third Bank and Meijer, Inc. Keller earned a B.S degree from 
Cornell and an M.S. in business management from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

CEO and Founder Tony Johnson, has over 20 years of experience in industries such as 
telecommunications, financial, consulting, hardware, software development, education and 
manufacturing. He has been a trainer and curriculum developer in technology, electronic commerce 
and Project Management. An award winning member of Dallas, Texas PMI® Chapter, Tony Johnson 
is a past member of the Chapter’s education committee. Mr. Johnson has been the keynote speaker in 
speaking engagements at PMI & IIBA Chapters worldwide. He is the author of the CBAP, CCBA, 
PMP, CAPM, PMI-ACP and PgMP Exam Review products including manuals, audio CDs, exam 
simulation CDs, flashcards, placemats and PMTV online training. Tony has a Bachelor’s degree 
in Business Administration & Finance and a MBA in Operations & Strategic Management from 
Dallas Baptist University.

James Mitchell specializes in phannaceutical patent litigation, including “Hatch-Waxman” litigation, 
chemical patent litigation, and trademark litigation. He has made presentations on behalf of the 
Judicial Conference Center and the Intellectual Property Law Institute. He has served as a member 
of four judicial screening committees recommending meritorious candidates for appointment. He 
has served on the Mayor’s task force for attracting knowledge-based industry to Grand Rapids. He 
is a member of the Grand Rapids and American Bar Associations and the American Intellectual 
Property Law Association. He is President of the Historical Society for the United States District 
Court for the Western District of Michigan. He serves on the following community boards: Mel 
Trotter Ministries, The Gerald R Ford Council for the Boy Scouts of America, Aquinas College 
Foundation, True Success, and the Advisory council to the Hauenstein Center. Mr. Mitchell is a 
life member of the Board of Trustees of the Michigan Tech Fund, past Chairman of the Board of 
Control of Michigan Technological University.

President/Founder Crosswind Project Management

Chairman and CEO, Cascade Engineering

Chair, Mitchell Intellectual Property Law, PLLC

TONY JOHNSON

FRED KELLER

JAMES MITCHELL

JUDGES
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As Senior Advisor to the Governor, he provides leadership and consultation to Governor Rick 
Snyder on transforming his vision for Michigan into a policy agenda that will be supported by the 
legislature.  He also is Director and Senior Partner, past-President and CEO for Compatico, Inc. 
transforming a small office furniture company into a global competitor.  Posthumus also served 
as Director of Strategic Public Policy Group for Varnum Consulting.  He served as Lieutenant 
Governor from 1999 to 2003, State Majority Leader, State Senator, and House of Representatives 
spanning a political career from 1979 to present where he help lead the Governor’s initiative to 
develop technical training programs for the new high skilled needs in manufacturing, developed 
the Michigan Education Savings Program, created an innovative scholarship program that helped 
low-income students get the money they need to earn a valuable associate degree anywhere in 
Michigan, and also headed a task force on domestic violence leading to legislative changes to protect 
women and children.  

As Editor of Gemini Publications, Carole R. Valade is responsible for editorial policy, planning 
and development of publications and the editorial staffs of all seven Gemini publications, Grand 
Rapids Magazine, Grand Rapids Family Magazine, Grand Rapids Business Journal, www.GRBJ.
com, and Business Journal monthly publications: West Michigan Commercial Quarterly, Legal 
Quarterly, and Health Quarterly. She writes columns and editorials for each publication. She has 
received first place awards for news writing and feature writing from the Associated Press, three 
first-place national awards for column writing and a first place newspaper design award from the 
Michigan Press Association.  Among numerous recognitions, Valade was awarded by Women and 
Leadership in the Workplace, Michigan Business & Professional Association, and U.S. Regional 
Media Advocate of the Year Award.

Matt is responsible for operations of Spectrum Health Delivery System, comprising nine hospitals 
and 180 service sites, and Spectrum Health Medical Group, a physician group of more than 550 
providers. Matt has more than 28 years of industry experience. Before joining Spectrum Health in 
2003, Matt served for six years as executive vice president and chief operating officer at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital in Boston, a medical center affiliated with Harvard University. Matt was 
responsible for operations of the 875-bed facility. Matt also served as executive vice president and 
chief operating officer at the Hospital of Saint Raphael, a 550-bed, Yale University-affiliated teaching 
hospital in New Haven, Conn. Matt’s experience also includes three years as vice president and 
chief operating officer of Advanced Medical Testing Systems, Inc. in St. Louis, a diagnostic imaging 
company. Matt earned his bachelor’s degree from Ithaca College in Ithaca, N.Y., and a Master of 
Health Services Administration from The George Washington University in Washington, D.C.

Senior Advisor to Govenor Rick Snyder

DICK POSTUMUMS

Editor, Grand Rapids Business Journal & Gemini Publications

CAROL VALADE

Executive Vice President, Spectrum Health Delivery System

MATTHEW VAN VRANKEN

JUDGES
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Dematic designs, builds, and life cycle supports logistics solutions that optimize material and information flow — from 
receiving to shipping, within the four walls of the factory, warehouse, or distribution center.  

Dematic offers a consultative holistic engineering approach. This method drives the development of non-biased, data-
driven logistics solutions that optimize the user’s supply chain. A typical Dematic solution is built around process 
improvements, material handling technology, and software. System configurations may be manually operated, 
mechanized or automated.  

Our single source, vertically integrated capability reduces time, cost, and risk. This is accomplished by owning and 
controlling design services, real-time WMCS software, material flow technologies, along with best in class engineering, 
project management, and customer services.  

Dematic is dedicated to improving logistics results. To that end, we guarantee successful system performance.

Visit www.dematic.us or call 1-877-725-7500 to learn how we can create logistics results for your organization.

Solutions from Receiving to Shipping
Engineered systems built on process improvements, 
material handling automation and software

Receiving Put-Away Storage/Staging Replenishment Order Fulfillment Packing ShippingPalletizingSequencing• • • • • • • •

SortersWCS Software Voice & Lights Mini-Load & Unit-Load ASRS Package & Pallet Conveyor AGVS Trailer Loaders• •• • • •
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VP Education

Kelly Talsma, PMP

VP Finance

Patricia Boer, PMP

VP Marketing

Ted  W. Kallman, PMP

VP Membership

Robert E. Griffin, PMP

VP Programs

Mark Tierney, PMP

VP Volunteers

Lori Bailey, PMP

President

Gilann Vail-Boisvenue, PMP
Amway Corporation Trans-Matic Mfg Self-Employed

President-Elect

Thomas Shaw, PMP

VP Administration

Paul K. VanderVennen, PMP

WMPMI BOARD

president@wmpmi.org

vpeducation@wmpmi.org

vpmembership@wmpmi.org

presidentelect@wmpmi.org

vpfinance@wmpmi.org

vpprograms@wmpmi.org

vpadministration@wmpmi.org

vpmarketing@wmpmi.org

vpvolunteers@wmpmi.org

Amway Corporation

Consumers Energy Company

Spectrum Health

Johnson Controls

Unified Vision Group

Steelcase, Inc.
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Dir of Public Relations

Cindy Lewis, PMP

Dir of Administration
Operations

Dir of Education 
Operations Dir of Marketing

Dir of Membership
Operations

Dir of Mentorship

Dir of Outreach

Charles McKean, PMP

Deb VanElls, PMP

Dir of 
Communications

Dir of 
Creative Education

Yvonne Faupel, PMP Deborah Wilk, PMP

Mark Mochel, PMP

Candy Vonk, PMP

Kimberly Cook, PMP

Amy Flick, PMP

WMPMI BOARD

administrationdirector@wmpmi.org

publicrelationsdirector@wmpmi.org 

educationoperationsdirector@wmpmi.org 

membershipdirector@wmpmi.org 

communicationsdirector@wmpmi.org

mentorshipdirector@wmpmi.org

creativeeducationdirector@wmpmi.org

marketingdirector@wmpmi.org

outreachdirector@wmpmi.org

Spectrum Health

Advisicon Inc.

Amway Corporation

NetApp

Steelcase, Inc.

DPT Solutions

Dematic Spectrum Health

Compliance Systems, Inc.
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Dir of SponsorshipDir of Special Events Dir of  Website

Daniel Block, PMPNadene Delana, PMP Roland Schmid, PMP

Dir of Finance Operations

Cindy Souders, PMP

WMPMI BOARD

THE Project Committee

webdirector@wmpmi.orgspecialeventsdirector@wmpmi.org

financeoperationsdirector@wmpmi.org

sponsorshipdirector@wmpmi.org
Whirlpool CorporationSteelcase, Inc.

No Photo Available

Coalesse Business Group

Project Sponsor: Kelly Talsma, PMP, VP Education, Amway

Project Lead:  Ted Kallman, PMP, Certified ScrumMaster, Unified Vision Group

PMO Panel:  Deb Wilk, PMP, Spectrum Health

PMO Panel:  Mark Mochel, MBA, PMP, Compliance Systems

Scope/Scoring:  Chris Talsma-McLean, PMP, Project Manager, Forex Traders

Scope/Scoring:  Cindy Lewis, PMP, PMI-SP, Sr. Knowledge Mgmt. Solution Advisor, Advisicon

Event Day Lead: Nadene Delana, PMP, Steelcase

Event Day:  Paula Oja, PMP, Amway

Event Day/Program:  Claire Fetters, PMP, Independent Consultant

Administration:  Chuck McKean, PMP, Sr. Project Manager, Spectrum Health

Mentors:  Kim Cook, PMP, IT PMO Manager, Steelcase

Sponsorships:  Matt Boon, SIS, Software Information Systems

Amy Flick:  PMP, Sr. Principle, DPT

Cory Dowdle, PMP, Spectrum Health

Daryl Kingry, PMP, Program Director, Davenport University

Scott McLean, General Partner, New Horizons – West Michigan

Todd Peuler, WM Campus Director, University of Phoenix

Ruth VanHoven, PMP, Independent Consultant
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Kim is a manager of the IT PMO at Steelcase in Grand Rapids Michigan, and moved into project 
management early in her career.  In Kim’s current position, she leads a team of 11 project managers 
in   IT initiatives, responsible for developing global project management processes, and educating 
the IT organization on the use of the project management processes and best practices. Through the 
Michigan State University Extension office Kim is a certified Master Gardener and Master Naturalist. 
Kim received a Bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering from Marquette University.

Kim Cook, PMP

Dick is a recently retired Process Leader from GE Aviation Systems. As a Project Management 
Professional at GE Dick has focused his efforts in continuous improvement, risk management, and 
earned value management. His personal interests include family activities, stewardship, Austrian 
economics, and outdoor activities of all kinds.

Dick Friedrich, PMP

MENTORS

Steelcase, Inc.kcook2@steelcase.com

rfriedrich@davenport.edu

He joined Rapistan in 2000 to lead the software application engineering before joining a global IT 
services company in 2004 as the Director of Engagement Management.  Returning to Rapistan (now 
Dematic), he was was appointed as the Head of Software Application Engineering, responsible for 
the engineering and execution of IT projects for Dematic.   A graduate of the Britannia Royal Naval 
College, Royal Naval Engineering College and the Royal Navy School of Maritime Operations, he 
spent sixteen years as a Royal Naval officer in communications, electronic warfare and intelligence 
operations.  

Andrew Gill, PMP
Dematicandrew.gill@dematic.com

Amway Corporation

Jeff Hazy is a Senior Project Manager in new Product Development for Amway Corporation.  He has 
global project management experience in launching new products in over 55 countries, and opening 
a new regional warehouse in Busan, Korea.  Jeff also led the implementation of a global program in 
Europe and Asia. Jeff earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Industrial Engineering from the Southern Institute 
of Technology, and an MBA from Purdue University.  Jeff was involved with Junior Achievement for 
10 years, and enjoys running, fishing, international business, and spending time with family.

Jeff Hazy, MBA, PMP
jeff.hazy@amway.com
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MENTORS

Pfizerlaura.a.martin@pfizer.com

Laura is currently a Senior Manager/Team Leader of project management in Pfizer Global Supply, 
located at the Kalamazoo, MI site.  The project management team leads all site product transfers, 
new product implementation and major process improvements across various areas of pharmaceutical 
manufacturing, including aseptic, non-sterile liquids and active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs).  
Prior to her current role, Laura worked in a variety of manufacturing roles including project 
management, quality, supply chain and operations in both the pharmaceutical and petrochemical 
industries.  Laura received her PMP certification in 2004 and has a B.S. in Chemical Engineering from 
Purdue University in West Lafayette, IN.

Laura Martin, PMP

Derek began his project management career as a business consultant with Deloitte focused primarily 
on ERP systems implementations, EDI integration and financial shared services projects.  Currently, 
Derek has provided project management support to Spectrum Health for initiatives including 
enterprise data warehousing, financial planning and analysis, and managing the roll-out of revenue 
management systems and processes to new Spectrum Health entities.  Derek is a graduate of Hope 
College and a graduate of the GVSU Seidman College of Business MBA program.

Derek Mazurek, MBA, PMP
Spectrum Healthderek.mazurek@spectrum-health.org

My name is Kim Heibel.  I have worked in the Furniture industry for 26 years, 18 have been at  Steelcase 
Inc.  I’m a Senior Project Manager.  The last 13 years I have gained project management experience in 
IT, product development, business improvement, manufacturing and distribution.  I have led many 
different projects of widely varying degrees of complexity.  I have a Bachelors of Science in Business 
Administration and a Masters of Management, both from Aquinas College. I have been PMP certified 
since 2005. I am currently an adjunct instructor at Davenport University.

Kim Heibel, PMP

Ashley has 25 + years managing technical, marketing, product development, and logistics projects.  
While at Amway, he served on the initial project management process development initiative, 
implementing enterprise wide project management methodology and systems.  Most recently, Ashley 
managed projects focusing on global warehouse consolidation, SAP upgrades, Microsoft server, and 
Merrell Apparel and Outdoor Group process mapping.  Currently Ashley is managing the global DC 
Bypass initiatives, China for China manufacturing project and joint venture efforts with several brands.

Ashley Livingston, PMP
Wolverine Worldwide, Inc.

Steelcase, Inc.

ashley.livingston@wwwinc.com

kheibel@steelcase.com
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Tom began his project management career in the Copier Industry and switched career paths to 
the IT industry in 2010.  He now works for Data Strategy, which provides virtualization expertise 
to a variety of industries, such as healthcare, Finance and education He has supported Datacenter 
Migrations, Virtual Desktop Deployments, Cloud Operational Readiness Assessments, Converged 
Infrastructure, Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery.   Tom is a graduate of ITT Technical 
Institute as Engineering Electronic Technician and a graduate from Cornerstone University with a BS 
in Management and Leadership. 

Tom Powers, PMP
Data Strategytom.powers@data-strategy.com

Jan has been in the IT industry for over 25 years and has held jobs as a Developer, Project Manager, 
Systems Administrator and Technical Sales.  She also has experience with Prince Corporation/JCI, 
Haworth, ISD Corporation and currently works for IBM.  Most of Jan’s Project Management has 
been at ISD, where she installed Credit Card Authorization / Electronic Payment software for large 
retailers.  She also has executed a couple of projects at IBM, installing SAP and Oracle.   I’m looking 
forward to learning how other companies manage projects as well as helping others develop project 
leadership skills.

Jan Stewart, PMP

Joel is currently working as a Continuous Improvement Manager at Kellogg Company.  He designs 
and implements training processes for Kellogg’s North American plants.  He coaches Supervisors 
and Managers on training and accountability, trains and mentors project managers, and creates key 
performance indicators and metrics. Prior to Kellogg, Joel led a project team that redesigned supply 
chain processes for five nuclear plants across the Midwest.  He has managed the installation of over 
200 networks, hundreds of backend database systems, and trained dozens of DBA’s, and Network 
Engineers.

Joel Mergen, PMP

Currently at Amway, Ben worked at Follett Software Company, The Chicago Housing Authority, 
Motorola and several loudspeaker companies in Chicago and Cleveland, Ohio. He also worked as an 
Adjunct Teaching Instructor for Graduate and Undergraduate schools across Chicagoland.  Ben also 
has experience and knowledge in course design, development and instruction of business and project 
management courses.  Ben graduated from National-Louis University with a Bachelor’s and a Master’s 
degree in Business Administration, and also holds a Master’s Certificate in Project Management from 
George Washington University.  Ben is a member of the National Black MBA Association (NBMBAA®). 

Benjamin Todd, MBA, PMP

Kellogg Company

Kellogg Company

IBM

joel.mergen@kellogg.com

joel.mergen@kellogg.com

jlstewart@chartermi.net

MENTORS
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Martin began his career in food industry operations picking up projects as they were available.  He 
turned his career focus to project management leading to his current role as a Supply Chain Launch 
Program Manager for Kellogg’s.  In this role, he oversees multiple projects being executed around the 
country ranging from product relocations & equipment up-grades to major capital installations in 
support of the supply chain network. Martin is a graduate of the School of Chemical Engineering, 
Purdue University.

Martin Stradt, PMP
Kellogg Company

Deloitte Consulting

martin.stradt@kellogg.com

briturner@deloitte.com
Brian C. Turner, MBA, PMP, Six Sigma Green Belt

Brian Turner is a Specialist Leader with Deloitte Consulting, running large projects and assisting 
clients to implement project management best practices in their organizations. Brian served eleven 
years in the US Army Infantry. He worked with Department of Defense and a Defense Logistics 
Agency.  Recently, Brian assisted the Ministry of the Interior of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to 
establish project management best practices for a program that included construction, information 
technology/systems, and training project integration.  Brian graduated Northern Michigan University 
in Accounting; an MBA in Information Systems, Oklahoma City University.  

Steelcase, Inc.rwohlber@steelcase.com

Robin is a Senior Consulting Applications Engineer at Steelcase Inc., the global leader in the office 
furniture industry.  She has been leading IT projects for over 20 years, with experience in many 
business areas including Product Development, Sales, Leasing, Finance, and Distribution.  She is 
currently leading programs at Steelcase that will radically change the processes used in Engineering and 
Manufacturing.  Robin also led IT projects at Meijer and Rapistan (now Dematic). Robin is a graduate 
of Aquinas College (Accounting, Business Administration and Computer Information Systems) and 
Cooley Law School.

Robin Wohlberg, PMP

Spectrum Healthteri.vantongeren@spectrumhealth.org

Teri has been a Project Manager in the healthcare IT industry for the past 15 years.  She currently works 
at Spectrum Health assisting with the deployment of the Epic software to physician practices in West 
Michigan.  She is passionate about helping physicians improve healthcare using technology. Although 
she has worked as a Project Manager for many years, she recently received her PMP certification. 
Outside of work, she enjoys running, mountain biking, adventure racing, reading, and spending time 
with her husband and 5 year old daughter.

Teri VanTongeren, PMP

MENTORS

No Photo Available
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TEAMS CHAMPIONS

Aquinas College Kalamazoo Valley
College  - Teams A & B Dr. Deb Steketee

Dr. Charles Stull

Davenport University
Bob Clarkson

Grand Valley State University

Michigan Technological 
University - Teams A & B

University of Phoenix 

Mr. Joshua A. Gerlick, MBA, PMP         Dr. Jaideep G. Motwani         Dr. Jean Nagelkerk, Ph.D., FNP

Dr. Dana Johnson
Dr. Judd Freeman
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In high school, I spent a summer abroad in Germany and have made it a personal goal to 
return.  Growing up in a community that fostered a love for the natural world prompted 
me to study environmental science at Aquinas. After a semester I became interested in the 
sustainable business program and have yet to look back. My past jobs in customer service 
allow me to see how business can be used to benefit the community and my last job with 
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources has given me a new incentive to protect 
the environment. By pairing my sustainable business major with environmental studies 
major, I have been able to gain a strong background in the issues that are addressed in the 
sustainable business movement. I hope to graduate next spring and start the search for a 
career.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...travel to as many different places and learn as many things from as many people as I 
could.”

Kaytlin Speaks
Major:  Majoring in Sustainable Business and Environmental Studies

GRAD DATE: May 2013

kaytlinspeaks@yahoo.com

After graduating from Northview High School I attended Grand Rapids Community 
College to obtain my associate’s degree. I then transferred to Aquinas College because I 
was drawn in by the sustainable business program. I consider myself a hard worker and 
strive to do well in all my ventures. I have maintained a 3.5 GPA while working part-time, 
and enrolling in classes full time. My work experience includes six years of retail manage-
ment and sales. I enjoy working with others, and feel each member has a unique dynamic 
to contribute. Upon graduation this May I look forward to finding a team which will 
value my unique perspective. 

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...move to a developing country in hopes of  having a positive impact on a struggling 
impoverished community to help better their local economy.”

Emily Hammes
Major:  Sustainable Business

GRAD DATE:  May 2012

Eah002@Aquinas.edu

CHAMPION: 

MENTOR: Robin Wohlberg, PMP
        Jan Stewart, PMP
  

Dr. Deb Steketee

TEAMS
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I started my education at St. John in Fenton, and continued to Fenton High 
School which began and fostered my enjoyment of working with science and na-
ture. I discovered Aquinas College and enrolled as a Sustainable Business major 
student.  I have volunteered at meetings such as the Local First Business Con-
ference, spoken to a local high school about sustainability and what sustainable 
business is, as well as worked with Aquinas College to continue their Environ-
mental Management System evaluation. Currently I am seeking a summer intern-
ship that will let me experience working with people of all ages to determine how 
to best speak to and educate them on different levels. My current education path 
is leading me to potentially graduate a semester early, completing my Sustainable 
Business degree and writing minor in 3.5 years.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...Write book series for kids through adults with themes of sustainability all written at 
appropriate levels. These books would educate everyone at their own levels.”

Michelle Joynt
Major: Sustainable Business 

GRAD DATE: May 2013

Minor:  Writing

mmj001@aquinas.edu

TEAMS

In our 100th anniversary year, Steelcase 
employees around the world are proud 

to celebrate the past and eager to 
dream about the future. 

 
And we are pleased to support the next 
generation of dreamers, including the 
students competing today. When we 

look at these teams, we see the  
future of work.  

 
 
  

 
 
Share your dream at 100.steelcase.com 
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Scott VanPutten has been working at Steelcase Inc. for the past two years as a 
project management intern. Throughout this time, he has developed specialized 
skills in the development, coordination,  tracking , and reporting of project team 
progress. He has led several projects, one of which has projected sales of over 
$3 million. He hopes to obtain a project management position within a West 
Michigan based corporation, where his leadership skills and people-friendly 
personality will be used to challenge teams.  

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“... choose to start a corporate project management consulting firm, giving him the 
opportunity to work in a variety of work settings and feed his desire to continually learn 
new skills.”

Scott VanPutten       
Major: BBA Management

GRAD DATE: 2012

svanputten2@email.davenport.edu

Chris Stafford is an Iraq war veteran who considers teamwork and communication 
an emphasis in his career. He has combined academic excellence (Dean’s list), with 
hands-on experience as a business analyst. Having worked as an IT project manager 
he has successfully led the completion of projects from implementing specialized 
technolog y to re-design of enterprise distribution systems. His work as well as his 
studies demonstrates a commitment to continuous improvement and effectiveness 
as a project manager.  

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“... organize the smartest people to succeed in any business with a social vision.  He 
would travel and continue learning while sharing these experiences with his children.”

Chris Stafford 
Major:  BS Computer Information Systems

GRAD DATE: Senior

Specialty:  Global Project Management

cstafford6@email.davenport.edu

CHAMPION: 

MENTOR: Kim Heibel, PMP
        Dick Friedrich, PMP

Bob Clarkson 

Specialty: Global Project Management

Davenport University

TEAMS
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Keegan McCready works at The Fulton Group located in Grand Rapids, 
MI, working as a project manager and marketing specialist. Keegan manages 
and oversees residential remodeling projects from concept to completion.  
Specific responsibilities include subcontractor management, customer service, 
project scheduling , design and development of marketing materials, and social 
networking. Using his education and this project experience, Keegan hopes to 
obtain a permanent position utilizing both his passion for marketing and project 
management skills.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“... start his own marketing and design firm. ”

Keegan McCready       
Major:  Management & Marketing

GRAD DATE: 2012

kmccready@email.davenport.edu

Specialty: Global Project Management

“I LEAN  
ON SaaS  

 TECHNOLOGY
 
”

Supply chain visibility, cost structure, flexibility and scalability, 
as well as collaboration, are key benefits of true SaaS 

platforms, such as On-Demand TMS®.

Supply Chain Services

Find out more today:    

sales@LEANLOGISTICS.com  877.828.5861  www.LEANLOGISTICS.com
SaaS Technology LeanLogistics Transportation Network

Davenport University

TEAMS
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A native of metropolitan Detroit, Steve will be graduating this Spring from Grand 
Valley State University with a Bachelor’s degree in Finance. Having extensive 
experience in management, he currently works as an account manager and leasing 
agent at United Properties of West Michigan. Upon graduation Steve wishes to 
work in corporate finance as a commercial loan analyst. 

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...start my own financial advisement firm and transition into my own mutual fund.”

Stephen Williams
Major: Finance

GRAD DATE: Spring 2012

stevewilliams2841@gmail.com

Matt is a senior double majoring in Public Non-Profit Administration and 
Management. He grew up in Rockford, MI and graduated from Rockford High 
School in 2008. Since enrolling at GVSU, he has developed a passion for leading 
service missions throughout the United States. He has traveled to New Orleans to 
provide relief from devastation associated with Hurricane Katrina.  He has also 
traveled to Tanzania as member of a clean water initiative team. This March he 
traveled to Joplin, Missouri, to assist with tornado relief. Helping people is his 
passion.  

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...own and operate my own BBQ restaurant.”

Matt McNamara
Major: Public Administration / Public Management

GRAD DATE: Spring 2012

2nd Major:  Business Management

mattmcnamara7681@gmail.com 

CHAMPIONS: 

MENTOR: Benjamin Todd, MBA, PMP

Mr. Joshua A. Gerlick, MBA, PMP
Dr. Jaideep G. Motwani
Dr. Jean Nagelkerk, Ph.D., FNP

TEAMS



THE PROJECT    2012 21

Eric graduates in the spring of 2012 with a major in History and a minor in Business.  
Writing and winning a competitive grant, he was able to study business history at the 
Library of Congress and Henry Ford Archives, among other museums and libraries.  
Aside from conference presentations, publication drafting , and internships, Eric 
has served as his fraternity’s President and worked in management and scheduling 
for a private pool.  He wants to build a career in management, marketing , or writing.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...create, monetize, and run an internet-based platform for disseminating advanced 
research materials to the general public in dynamic and engaging presentations and 
formats.”

Eric Baumgarten
Major: History 

GRAD DATE: Spring 2012

Minor: Business Administration

baumgare@mail.gvsu.edu

A native of Poland, Iwona holds a bachelor’s degree in English Philolog y from 
Maria Curie-Skłodowska University in Lublin and both bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in Spatial Economy from the Cracow University of Economics. She is 
currently enrolled in the Master of Public Administration program at GVSU where 
she works as a Graduate Assistant. She is also an intern in the Office of Energ y 
and Sustainability in the City of Grand Rapids. Upon graduation Iwona wishes to 
work in a local government or a company that contributes to sustainability.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...own and run my own banquet hall/wedding venue with a golf course.”

Iwona Gruszka
Major: Public Administration

GRAD DATE: Spring 2012

Masters: Public Management

gruszkai@mail.gvsu.edu

TEAMS
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Ian is currently a senior at Kalamazoo College looking to graduate in June, 2012.   
He majors in East Asian Studies ( Japan Focus) with a double minor in Spanish, 
and Business.  Ian’s interest in project management started sophomore year with 
a PM class offered at “K”, hosting an Ultimate Frisbee tournament for his final 
project. In his junior year, he went abroad to study Japanese language and culture 
in Hikone , Japan .  When he isn’t studying for his classes, you can find him leading 
the Ultimate Frisbee College club, or the two other social justice programs that he 
has started.  Ian Powell is currently undecided about his future.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“... I would learn all the languages of the world and become the world’s greatest 
translator.”

Ian Powell
Major: East Asian studies ( Japan )

GRAD DATE: 2012

ian.powell08@kzoo.edu

At Kalamazoo, I am majoring in Economics and East Asian Studies (Chinese 
track) while planning to pursue a career in international business. While working 
towards this goal I have worked in social media and shipping companies, along 
with interning at Chinese Central Television (CCTV ) during my study abroad 
experience.  I hope to continue after K by finding a job, continuing on to Law or 
MBA School, or a combination of these. 

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“... work on site or remotely all around the world while doing as much exploring, rock 
climbing, skydiving, and other activities as I could.”

Zach Rowley
Major:  Economics, East Asian Studies

GRAD DATE: 2012

Minor:  Chinese

Minor:  Spanish and Business

zacharowley@gmail.com

CHAMPION: Team Kalama’Ale
Team A

MENTOR: Brian C. Turner, MBA, PMP
        Laura Martin, PMP

Dr. Charles Stull

TEAMS
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At Kalamazoo College , in addition to maintaining a high GPA (3.7/4), I have acted 
as a leader in many different groups, most recently as part of Student Commission.  
This leadership experience with my understanding of economics, and fluency in 
Chinese (Mandarin) often provides unique, problem-solving perspectives in my 
many endeavors.  My internships at GE Aircraft Engines and Welltrend (in Beijing 
) show my initiative and commitment to finish my projects.  Moreover, I am always 
interested in trying new and different activities, evidenced by my participation 
in this Project Management competition, a subject in which I have no prior 
background.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“... start my own Karaoke Bar and Restaurant.”

Douglas Colton
Major: Economics

GRAD DATE: June 2012

k08dc01@kzoo.edu

My name is Jay McMillan from Kalamazoo College and I’m graduating in June 
2012 with a degree in Computer Science and Business.  My interests lie in the 
space between technolog y and business, but I enjoy mobile software development 
too, specifically Android development.  If you see me, feel free to say hello!

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“... create a $10 smartphone, accessible to everybody.”

Jay McMillan
Major: Computer Science

GRAD DATE: June 2012

Minor:  Business

Minor:  Chinese

jay.mcmillan08@kzoo.edu

Team Kalama’Ale
Team A

TEAMS
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As recipient of several leadership awards and senior Economics and Computer 
Science student at Kalamazoo College , I have always been interested in taking on 
new responsibilities and exploring new opportunities such as being part of a project 
management competition. In the past, I have gained tremendous knowledge in IT 
and understanding of business needs through my 3 years of work experience in IT, 
including helpdesk positions and as an IT consultant for a fortune 500 company. 
For my future, I hope to attain career opportunities that utilize these skills.

Daniel Pohanka
Major: Economics

GRAD DATE: 2012

daniel.pohanka10@kzoo.edu

Max Weberman, a senior at Kalamazoo College , anticipates a 2012 graduation 
with a double major in economics and religion.  His academic career also included 
a six month study abroad experience in Thailand where he was immersed in the 
traditional culture and studied sustainable development.  In addition, Max has 
completed the required course work for a Michigan Real Estate Sales Person 
through Kaplan University .  Outside of academia, Max has been managing project 
teams through construction build – outs for two years.

Max Weberman
Major:  Economics & Religion

GRAD DATE: 2012

Minor:  Computer Science

max@cpdetail.net

CHAMPION: 

MENTOR: Joel Mergen, PMP
        Martin Stradt, PMP

Dr. Charles Stull Team B

TEAMS
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Zac Menzer is a senior Business Major, Media Studies concentration (near minor) 
at Kalamazoo College. He has done both video and business work for non-profits 
and for-profits. He has traveled around the world and is excited to start his life after 
college. He is really excited by the opportunity given to him by PMI and affiliates 
to learn PMI “standards and practices”. 

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“... I would travel to every country in the world.”

Zach Menzer
Major: Business

GRAD DATE: 2012

k08zm01@kzoo.edu

He is currently studying for a Computer Science and Business double major, due to 
graduate in June 2013. He is very interested in application sowtware development.  
Outside of academia, Simon is involved in a number of student organizations 
and groups. He is a member of Model United Nations, THEproject2012 and the 
President of Kalama-Africa. He has a very sociable and approachable personality. 
He strongly believes in always learning new things and meeting new people.

Simon Yabowerk Haile
Major: Computer Science and Business

GRAD DATE: 2013

simonyabowerk@gmail.com

Team B

TEAMS
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JJ is a degree seeking international student from Pakistan . He is double majoring 
in Economics and Political Science and writing his senior thesis in the Religion 
department. He has interned at a Bank’s risk management department and has 
worked as a TA for economics multiple times in college. He is a senior commissioner 
in the Kalamazoo College Student Commission and is involved in multiple 
campus organizations including KDesi (ethno-cultural club) and K Model Un. 
He efficiently utilizes his free time by thinking (in vain) of how to disprove the 
economist’s claim that there is no such thing as a free lunch.

Matt is an ambitious economics student at Kalamazoo College .  At 18, he became 
a Real Estate Agent working for Vanderhoef Properties, LLC.  He has spent a 
considerable amount of time working with rental clients as well as contractors, 
and assisted with purchasing , renovating , and renting/selling properties that were 
owned or managed by Vanderhoef Properties, LLC.  Additionally, Matt designed 
and continues to maintain the Vanderhoef Properties website.  Finally, Matt is a 
varsity athlete for the Kalamazoo College Swim and Dive team, and participated 
in a community service group, Helping Youth through Personal Empowerment 
(HYPE), where he mentored kids who were incarcerated in the Kalamazoo County 
Juvenile Home.  Matt intends to graduate from Kalamazoo College in the Spring 
of 2013, and ultimately get an MBA.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”

“...ensure economic and social equality in the world.”

“...I would start my own automotive company because I have a passion for cars.”

JJ Jamali

Matt Vanderhoef

Major:  Economics and Political Science

Major:  Economics

GRAD DATE: 2012

GRAD DATE: Spring 2013

jehangirjamali@gmail.com

Matthew.Vanderhoef09@kzoo.edu

Team B

TEAMS



THE PROJECT    2012 27

The attorneys and 
staff of Mitchell IP Law 
bring you Experience, 
Dedication and Value.   
Our senior attorneys 
have obtained hundreds 
of patents, hundreds of 
trademarks, provided 
hundreds of opinions, 
and litigated over a 
hundred cases.  We 
have added to this 
experience the brightest
and best young 
attorneys.  We have 
leavened this mixture 
with unparalleled 
dedication to our clients.  
We will do our best to 
give you the most. 

Patents, Trademarks and Copyrights 
Legal opinions on validity and infringement issues. 
Major licensing transactions.
Successful litigation of over one hundred cases
Hatch-Waxman Counseling & Litigation
Intellectual property anti-trust issues & anti-dumping issues,
International trade matters.

Years of dedicated service to the pharmaceutical, chemical, polymer, biochemical, energy, 
electronic, medical device, robotic, computer, software, automotive, furniture, food processing, 
transportation, agriculture, aerospace and other industries. 

"In many situations, neither the least expensive alternative nor the most expensive 
alternative gives you the greatest value. We seek to provide you with the greatest 
value commensurate with the circumstances you face."

Visit us on the web at Mitchelliplaw.com. Contact us at 616 965 2430.  We look forward to
opportunities to serve you.  

 

SIS is a leading technology and managed solutions provider, helping clients design, optimize 
and support mission-critical assets. With nearly 30 years of experience deploying technology 
solutions, SIS combines proven methodologies, experienced professionals and best-of-breed 
technologies to provide the highest quality of service for more than 1,300 clients both large 
and small.

SIS is also home to the SIS Managed Solution Center, located in our corporate headquarters 
in Lexington, KY.  This tier 3, SSAE 16 certified data center offers managed hosting, as well as 
cloud and managed solutions. 

• Business Continuity

• Collaboration & Messaging

• Data Management

• IT Optimization

• Security

• Storage

• Virtualization

SIS Michigan • 1250 Kirts Boulevard, Suite 102 • Troy, MI  48084 • (e) info@ThinkSIS.com • www.ThinkSIS.com 

SIS — World Class Technology Solutions Provider

SIS is pleased to announce their expansion into West Michigan.  
When it comes to solving complex IT Challenges, SIS & Matt Boon 

understand Project Management.
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Drew’s involvement in professional student organizations, responsibilities in his 
current job, and in-depth management classes are all areas that he has drawn from 
to develop himself professionally. This experience has allowed Drew to improve his 
leadership, management, team work, organizational, and project management skills. 
Drew is able to refine these skills and qualities in an actual business environment 
as he independently operates one of Center Ice Skate and Sport’s locations for over 
half of its seasonal winter hours. His professional conduct has got him accepted 
as an ice hockey referee for the 2012-2013 season for the NCAA. Drew plans 
to obtain as much work experience as possible before graduating from Michigan 
Technological University where he will pursue a career in operations and also look 
into graduate school. 

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...start his own business in Upper Michigan or the Chicago area so he could live and 
work close to family and friends.”

Drew Randell
Major: Operations and Systems Management

GRAD DATE: April 2012

derandel@mtu.edu

Dani is a 5th year student at Michigan Tech. She is a member of the Delta Phi 
Epsilon International Sorority and recently interned in marketing and sales at 
Lafarge North America.  She is a graduate from numerous leadership academies 
including LeaderShape, a past DJ for the college radio station, and heavily 
involved in student affairs and the local community. Dani is involved in the 
Transportation Enterprise, a student-led business that deals primarily with civil 
engineering projects like public transit, rail lubricator systems, aggregate wear 
indexes, and bridge maintenance. She serves as the Officer of Communications 
for the enterprise, working to prospect new projects and funding while ensuring 
that alumni and the local community are made aware of current projects. Dani’s 
professional interests lie in business development, sustainability, building 
materials, and the built environment. 

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...start a non-profit organization dedicated to teaching at-risk youth skilled trades. ”

Dani Revord
Major: Business Administration - Marketing Concentration

GRAD DATE: April 2012

djrevord@mtu.edu

MENTOR: Ashley Livingston, PMP
        Andrew Gill, PMP

CHAMPION: Dr. Dana Johnson

TEAM A

TEAMS
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Sarah is a 4th year student at Michigan Tech and has learned how to balance her 
academics, involvement on campus, and leadership responsibilities. She is double 
majoring in accounting and business management; and has an enterprise minor 
working with International Business Ventures Enterprise.  Sarah is the president of 
Blue Key Honor Society which organizes and plans Michigan Tech’s annual Winter 
Carnival. She has also held leadership positions in Delta Zeta National Sorority, 
KSI Accounting Organization, and Order of Omega Honor Society.  Sarah has 
business experience working for Thomson Reuters as an accounting analyst intern. 

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...achieve a master’s degree in business management and obtain a career in 
management consulting. ”

Sarah Zimmerman
Major: Business Administration- Concentration in Accounting
 Business Administration- Concentration in Business Management

GRAD DATE: Dec. 2012

sazimmer@mtu.edu

Emily Jensen is a fourth year student at Michigan Tech pursuing bachelor’s degrees 
in Management Information Systems and Operations and Systems Management.  
She currently works on campus for the Office of Institutional Diversity, working 
directly for the Special Assistant to the President of the University, where one of 
her duties is taking part in the analysis of a university-wide climate survey.  Emily 
is also an active member of the Society of Women Engineers, serving as a Co-
Chair of the Fundraising committee.  Along with contributing her time to the 
Fundraising committee, she also created all marketing publications for the 2011 
Evening with Industry event, which involves giving students the opportunity to 
socialize with companies prior to attending the Fall Career Fair.  After graduating , 
she hopes to pursue a position in the IT field or in supply chain management.  

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...to effectively implement an online course exchange program for accredited colleges 
and universities in order for students to enroll in and complete course work provided 
from other universities or colleges other than their own.  ”

Emily Jensen
Major:  Management Information Systems
  Operations and Systems Management

GRAD DATE: Dec. 2012

eajensen@mtu.edu

TEAM A

TEAMS
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CHAMPION: Dr. Dana Johnson

MENTOR: Jeff Hazy, MBA, PMP
        Derek Mazurek, MBA, PMP

As a student at Michigan Technological University, I have excelled in the 
School of Business and Economics in the Operations and Systems Management 
Undergraduate Program. During my time in college I have made the Dean’s List, 
been a Resident Assistant, and held the position of captain on my Broomball Team 
for the last three seasons. Throughout the past four years I have participated in 
projects such as: directing a team of eight students in the process of creating a 
Senior Design Project and a Business Plan for our client, Casting Services Group, 
organizing a group of five individuals to generate an innovative idea to raise 
awareness for Little Brothers Friends of the Elderly, and creating a marketing 
plan for the MTEC Smart Zone. Outside of the classroom I have gained industry 
experience as an intern at the Michigan Tech Employees Federal Credit Union, 
where I am now a teller.  

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...end all wars and send our troops back home to live with their families.”

Ashleigh Juday
Major: Operations and Systems Management

GRAD DATE: April 2012

amjuday@mtu.edu

I am a member of the Entrepreneurship Club.  Until the spring of 2011, I attended 
St. Cloud State University for four semesters ending with a 3.85 GPA.  I also 
participated in the Partners in Learning Program – a mentoring program with a 
high-need elementary school.  I have been on the Dean’s list for all semesters of my 
collegiate career.  Since 2008, I have been providing administrative support and 
other services to Product To Market, LLC, a company located in Cokato, MN.  I 
have gained knowledge and experience with time accounting and billing , invoice 
and cash receipts processing , using secured online databases, and processing 
third party advertising claims.  My strong communication skills, ability to easily 
perform under pressure, and determination to complete tasks are beneficial to any 
company.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...I would start up a business that is owned and operated by my family.”

Jane Koivisto
Major: Operations and Systems Management

GRAD DATE: Spring 2013

jekoivis@mtu.edu 

TEAM B

TEAMS
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I am interested in so many things but I would say I am not your typical student.  
The school committee group I joined was called Tech T.E.A an organization that 
raised money for school systems in third world countries. I also studied abroad 
in Torino, Italy.  I have had the opportunity to work in three family businesses 
in the restaurant industry, tourist industry, and printing industry. Although I 
have had many other jobs with different employers, I felt like working with family 
taught me the most because in each scenario there were no secrets on how business 
operations were run.  It’s not what degree I will earn that matters, it’s what I am 
going to accomplish in the future.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...start a computer networking and telecommunications business.”

Samuel Eberhard
Major: B.S. in Business Administration 

GRAD DATE: April 2012

Concentration: Management

sjeberha@mtu.edu

George is involved with many things on campus while maintaining a strong 
academic drive. He participates in Army ROTC as a cadet Commanding Officer 
where he leads a 50 person company of fellow cadets. Over the past two years 
George has been in charge of websites and logistics for the Broomball Committee 
that coordinates a 240 team, 2,000 player season on campus. He is also involved 
with the student operated radio station, WMTU, overseeing the computers 
department and working as a senior staff member. George also enjoys playing 
drums in the Jazz Lab Band and working as a student photographer/web developer 
for the University Marketing and Communications Department.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...develop and implement a strategic plan for Internet and computer security for the 
United States Government.”

George Olszewski
Major: Business Operations and Systems Management

GRAD DATE: Spring 2013

Minors: Computer Science, Economics, Spanish, and Military Arts and Science

jekoivis@mtu.edu

TEAM B

TEAMS
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CHAMPION: Dr. Judd Freeman

MENTOR: Teri VanTongeren, PMP
       Tom Powers, PMP

I am Wayne Johnson from Benton Harbor, MI and am currently a senior attending 
the University of Phoenix to earn a B.S in Information Technologies Networking 
and Telecommunications. I work for K-O Products Corporation also in Benton 
Harbor where I am employed as a tool room supervisor and tool and die maker. I 
earned my Associates in Industrial Technologies from Lake Michigan College and 
have worked previously as a manufacturing engineer for Robert Bosch Corporation 
at their Saint Joseph, MI plant supporting their disk brake assembly operations. In 
my time away from work and school I enjoy spending time with my wife Debi and 
our three dogs Sam, Casey, and Cletus during quiet evenings at home. In addition 
to my wife I am also the proud father of two grown children Jeff and Sara who live 
in San Diego, CA whom I talk to often on the phone and visit when possible.  

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...start a computer networking and telecommunications business.”

Wayne Johnson
Major: Information Technologies

GRAD DATE: May 2012

Concentration: Networking and Telecommunications

debiway@sbcglobal.net  

My name is Alicia Webb and I am B.S. candidate majoring in Business Management 
with a concentration in Organizational Innovation.  My current position is as a 
wife and mother of two ages seven and two.  I am a former Realtor® having served 
in the real estate industry from 2005 until 2009.  As a Realtor®, I specialized as a 
buyer’s representative coordinating complex closings, negotiating contracts, and 
analyzing investment risks and profit potential.  Prior to my career in real estate, 
I worked as a legal assistant and administrative support specialist for various 
organizations in the Grand Rapids area. Looking forward I plan to obtain PMP 
certification and leverage my organizational and resource management skills into 
a career in Project Management.

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...earn a pilot’s license and fly across the Atlantic once a year.”

Alicia Webb
Major: Business Management

GRAD DATE: April 2013

Concentration: Organizational Innovation

alicia.webb@hotmail.com 

TEAMS
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I am a Veteran of the United States Air Force (USAF) after 14 years on active duty.   
I was an Electronic Intelligence Mission Supervisor, responsible for intelligence 
reports and briefings that were provided to senior levels of U.S. command.  As 
a Unit Training Manager and Squadron Resource Advisor,  I was responsible 
for the war-time training , contingency planning , and readiness certifications of 
all deploying Airmen from a squadron of 400+ personnel.  I was responsible for 
securing and allocating war budget funding from Congress and manage over $3 
million per year in fiscal assets.  Currently I am an unemployed veteran and a full 
time student maintaining a 4.0 GPA.  I have an Assoc. degree in Communications 
Technolog y from the Community College of the Air Force and I am a distinguished 
graduate from the Non-Commissioned Officer Academy at Peterson Air Force Base 
in Colorado.  

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...seek out a pivotal role within a B Corporation and help guide its efforts to become the 
undisputed leader in its industry.”

Michael J. Keifer
Major: Business Management

GRAD DATE: May 2012

Concentration: Management

keif_mjk@yahoo.com  

I am a Business student, with a concentration in Finance. I am married with two 
daughters, Allison and Halie. Halie has provided my wife and me with special 
challenges due to an autism spectrum disorder accompanied with anxiety and 
sensory disabilities. In addition to student and father, I am employed full-time 
with Rockford Public Schools Food Service Department.  I am responsible for 
delivering food to13 different schools, as well as managing delivery schedules 
for all breakfast, lunch, and catering services. I have successfully restructured 
the delivery system to allow for the immediate and future inclusion of new food 
programs. I have gained substantial experience in employee management, logistics, 
and food safety management. 

“If I could do something with no risk of failure, I would...”
“...position myself for the possibility of becoming the CEO of a Fortune 500 company.”

Troy Grove
Major: Business Management

GRAD DATE: Dec 2012

Concentration: Finance

troymgrove@hotmail.com

TEAMSTEAMS
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Meet the New Assembly Line Tool your future with 
training and certification 
in the area of  
Project Management.  

New Horizons offers classes that 
will lead you to certification in 
PMP, CAPM, PgMP and Lean 
Six Sigma. You can also take 
courses to achieve PDUs for 
continuing education. 

Call or visit our site today to 
learn more!

Grand Rapids 
616 574-7500

www.newhorizons.com/grandrapidsNew Horizons Training and Certification are the  
New Nuts and Bolts of Your Career.

AssemblyLinePMProgram.indd   1 3/15/2012   3:02:02 PM

Brandi Huyser, Brand Manager
Jaida Vaught, Assistant Brand Manager

AMWAY CONGRATULATES THE WINNERS OF 
THE WEST MICHIGAN PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
INSTITUTE’S “THE PROJECT” COMPETITION!

CONNECT WITH US

facebook.com/AmwayTalent 

linkedin.com/Company/Amway

twitter.com/AmwayTalent

blogs.amway.com/interns

amway.com/careers
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Grand rapids Business Journal

grbj.com 
twitter.com/grbj
facebook.com/grbusinessjournal

The one  
West Michigan  
trusts.

The Business  
Newspaper of  
Metro Grand Rapids,  
Holland, Muskegon  
& West Michigan

“
”

The one you trust.



Presenting sponsor: 

Dematic designs, builds, & life cycle supports logistics solutions that 
optimize material & information flow --- from receiving to shipping, 
within the four walls of the factory, warehouse, or distribution center.

One of the core competencies required to support the 
Dematic business model is expertise in project man-
agement. Implementing engineered solutions is all 
about integrating hardware, software and process 
improvements into a high performance system that is 
delivered within budget and on-time.  Professional 
project management is the only way to get this done.

At Dematic, the project management team provides 
the company with a competitive advantage.  What 
about your company?  Find out more at WMPMI.org.

John Baysore
President, CEO
DEMATIC North America

We thank the following sponsors for making our 2012 Intercollegiate Project Management Competition a huge success:

WHO CARES 
ABOUT PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT?

www.wmpmi.org


